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What is Honors?
§ Honors is divided into two general categories; 

Colleges and Programs

§ Offers additional courses and scholarships

§ Lower acceptance rate than normal colleges

§ Much higher standards than average

§ Higher Grad School acceptance rates 
compared to other College undergrads



Honors College

TYPICALLY A SMALLER COLLEGE 
WITHIN A UNIVERSITY

ALLOWS FOR SMALLER, MORE 
EXCLUSIVE CLASSES

MORE PROFESSOR INTERACTION 
THAN STANDARD COURSES



Honors 
Program

Usually not directly affiliated with a 
University, can be enrolled in from 
anywhere

Little to no difference in difficulty 
compared to Honors Colleges

Depending on the University, there 
can be no difference between 
course load or benefits



Major 
Differences

College
• Head must be a Dean
• Individual control over admissions
• Controls their own policies within the school
• More courses and variations of the same courses 

(ex: Calculus II-H)

Program
• Does not require the head to be a dean
• Only controls admissions into their program
• Only controls policies in their program
• Is typically extramural
• More limited course availability



Similarities • Both have a model of excellence

• A well-respected academic committee and history

• Honors advising to ensure your success

• Self-assessment

• Defined goals


