
TYPES AND 
CLASSIFICATIONS OF 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES 



TYPES OF UNIVERSITIES 

• Public 

• Private 

• Nonprofit  

• Profit  

 
 

• Ethnic Minority  

• Church-Affiliated  

• Single Gender  



CLASSIFYING 
FOUR YEAR 
COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES  
Mary Baker and Jackson Hill 



PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES VS. PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES  

•  Receives most of money from 
government funding 

•  Under supervision of local, state, 
regional, and federal governing 
and accrediting agencies  

•  Set their own tuition rates and 
fees  

•  Has out-of-state and in-state 
tuition  

• Not publicly funded (no 
government funding)  

•  Still must adhere to 
accreditation standards  

• Have more liberty to run 
school as seen fit 





NONPROFIT VS. FOR-PROFIT 

• Operate as business ventures  

• Aims to make money for shareholders and 
provide good education  

• Generate significant controversy  
• Critics calling for stricter regulations to ensure 
good investment return  

 



ETHNIC MINORITY 

• Attract students who 
like the idea of 
attending a college 
with others of the 
same ethnic and 
cultural background  

 

• Large percentage of 
one minority  

• Large percentage of 
minority professors  



CHURCH AFFILIATED  

•  Private institutions (separation of 
church and state)  

• No public funding  

•  Rely on money from student fees 
and denomination, and alumni  

•  Students often required to 
attend religious classes or 
courses  



SINGLE GENDER  

• Women only Universities 
are designed for more 
opportunities in 
leadership roles  

• Learn without distraction 
or intimidation of other 
sex  

• Article: Decline of all-
male colleges  

• https://
articles.niche.com/all-
male-colleges-only-4-
remain/ 
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